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Hi True Believers! 

Y' know , for the past few months I've been 
hitting a few comic book conventions all over the 
country {and don't be a wisenheimer and ask me 
if they hit back!). Now I'd like to share a few 
thoughts with you, thoughts that occured to me at 
those wild and wondertul gatherings. 

First of all, if any of you have the idea that 
comic book conventions are primarily for kids, 
forget it! The nature and character of the 
attendees is a never-ending source of pride to 
me. | mean we're talking young adults, 
teenagers, college students, professional people, 
parents of all ages joining in the fun with their 
youngstets, and assorted literature and art 
lovers of evety race, sex and nationality. 
Whenevet I'm lucky enough to mingle with the 
great gang of comicbookpersons and their fans, ! 
can't help but think how wondertul it would be if 
all of life could be like a comic con. Just think--- 
no hassles, no hang ups, no bittemess, bigotry or 
bull dung. Just a bunch of happy humans, 
meeting on common ground, sharing a common 
passion, each finding something in these 
amazing publications, in the comic books they 
read and enjoy , something to excite them, to 
provoke them, to transport them away from their 
everyday problems, to replace the humdrum 
elements in their lives with the dazzling color and 
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Editor on: AKIRA, ALIEN LEGION, 
HAVOK AND WOLVERINE, 
ELSEWHERE PRINCE, STAR WARS, 
Moebius’ BLUEBERRY Graphic Novels, 
ELEKTRA: ACT OF LOVE 

Marvel freelance credits (past): 
DOOFENDERS OF THE EARTH, 


brilliance of fantasy! 
No matter how harried and hapless we may 
be in our own workaday world, for one brief 
interval of time, a love for comic books*brings us 
together and allows us to savor a world of 
imagery and romance, a world that we can share 
through the miracle of the printed page! 
Y'know something? | love comics! 


Excelsior! whe 


ITEM: Friday, April 14 was the date 
of the second annual Mighty Marve! 
T-shirt Swapathon, and what a 
spectacle it was! Emceed by 
Fabulous Fabian Nicieza, the 
Swapathon pitted our ever- 
competitive Marvel staffers against 
each other in grueling, winner-take- 
T-shirt contests. 

Memorable moments included 
Assistant Editor Renee 
Witterstaetter's heartful rendition of 
“I'm a Little Teapot," Reproduction 
Department Administrator Francine 
Burke's convincing impression of 
Editor in Chief Tom DeFalco, 


Submissions Editor Evan Skoinick 
knocking an apple off Executive 
Editor Mark Gruenwalds head with a 
rubber frisbee, Editor Howard 
Mackie's bellybutton lint, bullpenner 
Harry Eisenstein's wailing imitation 
of Traffic Manager Virginia Romita, 
and Assistant Editor Jim Di- 
Giovanna's brutal stare-down of 
fellow Assistant Editor Sara 
Tuchinsky! 

Fun--as well as pizza--was had 
by all who participated. Sure, there 
were a few embarrassing 
moments...but at least no one 
videotaped the bizarre proceedings. 
As far as we know, anyway... 


ITEM: Crafty Car/ Potts, editor of 
such titles as THE PUNISHER, 
ALPHA FLIGHT and POWER PACK, 
gave up his days of bachelorhood 
April 22, and married Cunning 
Cathleen Meloni in Westchester, 
New York. Even as we speak the 
blissful newlyweds are honey- 
mooning in our fiftieth state, Hawaii. 
Congrats to Carl and Cathy from 
Marvelites everywhere! 
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ZERO, ST. GEORGE, POWERLINE 


Marvel freelance credits (present): CRITCAL MASS 
My place of birth is: In the dark. The hospital I was bom in lost their lights during a 


thunderstorm. 


People who knew me in high school thought I was: One of the meanest people alive. 
My hobbies are: Circling want ads in the New York Times. 

My pet peeves are: I'm not allowed to have pets in my building. 

My favorite performers are: Mike Rockwitz, Tiffany, Penn and Teller. 

The last good book I read was: The White Goddess by Robert Graves. 

The last good movie I saw was: The trailers before Pet Sematary. 

If they were making a movie of my life, I'd like to see my part played by: Lily Tomlin, 


as suggested by Adam Blaustein. 


My oddest habit is: Screaming at the top of my lungs, "It's comics, not brain surgery!" 
My greatest accomplishment outside the comics field is: Taunting John Wellington to go 


off the high water slide at Action Park. 
The reason I got into comics was: 1982. 


The biggest influences on my work include: Stephen Hawkins, the clock and space. 
The single work of which I am most proud is: That I finally filled out this stinking form 


for Evan.. 


My greatest unfulfilled amibition in the comics field is: 1 didn't realize I was in a field, 


oh yeah, look at the cow... . 


The worst part of my job is: Why gosh! There's no one worst part of my job. 
When nobody's looking I like to: Dangle the Antioch intern out the 10th floor window 


by her ankles. 


The one thing I really want the world to know about me is: "They" were right in high 
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Dear creators of X-Men, 
DON'T 
KILL 
ROGUE! 
Eric Hall 


2698 Del Mar Dr. 
Grand Junction, CO 


But. . .what /s your point, Eric? 


Dear X-People, 

1. (Previews No.2: “The ensuing battle leaves 
@ member of the X-Men very dead.” MARVEL 
AGE #76: “The X-Men have to stop him at all 
costs! To do exactly that, one of the X-Men dies! 
Written by Chris Claremont ...") Oh no! Not 
another mutant death... Hasn't there been 

, doom, and destruction in the 
X-titles lately? Lessee, who's the most likely 
victim? Well, it's not gonna be Wolverine, cause 
he's got his own book and it's not gonna be 
Longshot, causes Ann Nocenti is goin’ to do a 
series with him, . . . Storm should be safe—she 
still seems to be Claremont's favorite... And 
isn't there going to be a Colossus graphic novel 
or mini-series? Havok? If | only knew if the series 
in MCP is set before or after the current X-MEN 
storyline .. . That leaves Ali, Betsy and Rogue, 
with Alex as an outside possibility. Hmmm. . . 
I've got a hunch it's not going to be Dazzler 
— Psylocke seems to be the most expendable 
character—Chris surely wouldn't dare to kill off 
Roque, would he? After all, she is one of the 
most popular X-Men (in last year's CBG poll she 
ee the mutant with the most votes after Woivie 
1d also the most popular Marvel heroine)! And 
yet... and yet... (It's definitely nail-biting time 
for natural worriers). 

2. (A letter that wasn't sent:) Gentiemen, 
question-mark. Don't you dare kill off my favorite 
super herot tf Rogue dies I'll never read anything 
by Claremont again!! Who is behind the piot to 
get rid of all the characters in the mutant books 
(Magik has diappeared, Dani is seriously ill. . . 
who’ next—Kitty? Rachel? Yours, Digusted, 
Tunbridge Wells. (No. Wrong approach—that'll 
only antagonize Chris and he'll kill her off for 
sure. But how about this: Oh, Mr. Claremont, 
please, please, PLEASE do not let poor Rogue 
die! I'll promise to buy every issue of the X-MEN 
and I'll even buy Woiverine regularly! Your 
obedient slave ...Whoah! That's waaay over 
the top! And let's not forget the realities of the 

comics industry, Tilman: That story has already 
been written and very probably at the printer 
right now. So your letter isn't going to make any 
difference. Might as well forget it... 

3. (Some weeks later, X-MEN #247 has 
arrived at the shop.) AAAARRRGGHI!! He did it! 
That (expletive deleted) actually did it! Oh woe! 
Boy, is he going to get a letter from me! 

4. (Some hours pass in silence as the extent 
of what hapened and the ramifications sink in. 
However, when the letter is finally written, the 
result is unsatisfying.) 

5. Rogue and Me. 

There was a time when it was extremely 
difficult to get X-MEN in Germany (| mention in 
Passing that the title only recently became part 
of the package sent to German news agents 
who carry American Marvels). In those far-off 
days, | bought the title rarely, whenever | came 
across & particularly intriguing issue, but without 


any effort to acquire a complete collection. That 
all changed when | went on a vacation in 
England in 1983 and | bought a bagful of comics 
as reading matter for a train journey from 
London to Manchester. This included X-MEN #s 
172 and 173, chronicling Rogue's baptism of 
fire as an X-Man (weil, that’s what | remember 
the story for), and a number of other issues that, 
taken together, turned me into a convert to the 
X-MEN, Chris Claremont, and tater to the other 
mutant tities. Also Rogue—whom | had previ- 
ously known only as a (formidable) villain—al- 
most instantaneously became my favorite super 
hero. | wrote my first fan fetter after X-MEN 
#182, the first of a line of missives centering on 
Rogue, which never got published, but which 
may have driven Louise Simonson and Ann 
Nocenti to distraction. 

6. Wolverine and...What Were Their 
Names? 

Now is it just me, or are there other fans who 
feel a bit uneasy about the somewhat excessive 
prominence given to Logan in publicity and 
merchandising? | know I'm always annoyed 
when | go into a comics shop looking for, say, a 
F-Shirt with Rogue on it, and ail I find are adozen 
different Wolverine T-shirts. It's not that | dislike 
Woivie—there are times when ! wish | had 
adamantium claws like his. (They'd really come 
in handy to show those inconsiderate people 
who keep parking their cars across cycie-paths 
the error of their ways). But the X-Men are sup- 
posed to be a team, not a star's backing group; 
also, other members of the team are closer to 
my heart (I bought the KITTY PRYDE AND WOL- 
VERINE limited series because Kitty was in it). 
And Wolverine certainly doesnt have a 
monopoly on mystery: we know very little about 
Psylocke, almost nothing of Rogue's past (not 
even her real name) and Longshot remains quite 
an enigmatic person. So now Wolverine has his 
own title, maybe X-Men should focus more on 
the others. 

7. “Death, Death, and More Death” 

Weil, in spite of the recent trend toward humor 
in su fiction (as so wonderfully 
exemplified by EXCALIBUR and SHE-HULK), 
the general tone of the mutant titles is still quite 
dark. These past few years, there has been an 
awful lot of gloom and doom, death and loss— 
at times a bit too much for my taste. | won't even 
try to list the more important deaths and other 
tragedies, pausing only to mention the unfilled 
gap left by Magik's tragic but probably inevitable 
end, in NEW MUTANTS. The X-Men are now a 
team without Kitty, Kurt, Rachel and Rogue, and 
| think few people would argue that Psylocke or 
even Havok offer as much emotional appeal or 
story potential as any of these four. (Of the four 
“replacement X-Men”, Dazzier and Longshot are 
definitely more interesting than the other two, 
Longshot because he is such an unearthly 
character, and Ali not least because of her being 
torn between her life as a super hero and her 
dreams of continuing her musical career.) in par- 
ticular, | have not yet been able to warm to Betsy. 
In many ways her character seems to be a paler 
version of Storm's. 

8. Out With a Bang, Not a Whimper 

Rogue's abrupt disappearance quite upset me 
(as you no doubt noticed), but at least she went 
out in true heroic fashion (1 nearly wrote “with 
her boots on”, but then she wore Carol’. . .). 
Psylocke once (X-MEN ANNUAL #11) divided 
the team into “born warriors” and those who 
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were forced to be heroes because of cir- 
cumstances. Rogue fits into the former category 
(although she would put it in a more down-to- 
earth fashion, describing herself as an all-out- 
action junkie in X-MEN #200). But she is also a 
mass of contradictions: while she enjoys her 
powers to the hilt, there has been no end of 
moments when she has had cause to curse 
them and tong for a “normal” life. tn fights she 
has at times been brilliant, while at others she 
was taken out early because of stupid mistakes 
or over-contidence. Well, X-MEN #247 saw 
Rogue at her best, indeed, she turned the fight 
against Master Mold Into her fight, finally going 
down in a biaze of glory and self sacrifice, (doing 
what came naturally to her). In the process she 
displayed some quick tactical thinking and, to 
judge by the way she willed Ali (and Betsy) to go 
through with the plan regardiess of the cost, 
maybe even some qualities of leadership. (It 
could be said that from page 20 onward, she 
called the shots.) 

9. What Now, My Rogue? 

All hope is not lost. After all there is no definite 
proof of Rogue's death, and as the Law of Com- 
ics Says: 

Believe not the death without the body, not 
just where a villain's concerned, , 

Of all who have made thus their exit, just 
Bucky has not yet returned. 

Cast doubt on the death (with a body) of a 
major character, friend. A switch could have hap- 
pened beforehand, and sombody else met their 
end. 

(Sorry about that—blame Chris for choosing 
atitle from Kipling!) Anyway, we don't know what 
goes on behind the portal of the Siege Perilous 
(that machina ex machina). Roma described it 
as akind of reincarnation machine, while Master 
Mold described it as a pan-dimensional portal. 
But | think there is still a chance that Rogue will 
return sooner or later. | hope it will be sooner; 
she is too great a character to let her go to 
waste—and | wouldn't like to wait three years 
again, as in the case of Mary Jane. . . 

10. Well, its now the 13th already. Time to 
finish the letter, don't you think? X-MEN #247 
was a moving story, but, to quote Alison, “There 
had to be another way.” Long live Rogue! 

Titman Stieve 
Bundesstrasse 28 
2000 Hamburg, West Germany 


Wait! Bucky hasn't come back yet!? Boy, 
have we got a story for CAPTAIN AMERICA! 
Anyway, thanks for your comments, Tilman 
... and folks, don’t despair, we'll see Rogue 
again. 


NEXT ISSUE: The surprises continue 
++ 88 Old friends... and old enemies 
return! Come with us as we journey 


from Muir island, where a certain Master 
of Magnetism pays a visit, to the storm- 
tossed North Atlantic as a former X-Man 


makes e dramatic and to the 
American Mid-West where a child's 
mysterious appearance sets a madman's 
plan for revenge in motion! Pius, there'll 
be more on Wolverine and Jubilee... 
and Forge returns! All this in just two 
weeks! Be here tor X-MEN #253! 
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